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A fountain of

blessings for everyone!

The Friends community will be

fetching for blessings from hereon,

at its monthly fellowship gathering

where God's abundant gifts will be

ready for the taking.

This June, the Treasures takes
a new tagline, "Bukal ng
Pagpapala” (Fountain of Blessings
as the community starts to more
vigorously claim God's promises g
provisions for His children. It is
changing from the previous,
"Families and Friends in Praise,
Healing and Thanksgiving."

The Lord delights in the
prosperity of His people (Ps. 35:2]
and here at Treasures, every
member will come to receive
blessing in its varied forms -
healing, praise and worship, relief
from hunger, financial help. All it
takes is to believe.

The God who fed 5,000 people
in the wilderness will be as much
miraculous in the Friends
community. Spoons not needed, b
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buckets to draw from God's endless

spring of blessings!
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Where do you stand?

Debate at the school

by Bro. Ericson Wee

The plan of the government, through the Department of Education,
to campaign for the integration of sex education as part of the basic
school curriculum has sparked a nationwide debate from the
conservatives and the Catholic Bishops Conference of the Philippines
(CBCP), the Philippines being the epicenter of Catholicism in Asia.

The proponents of the plai s
underscore the following
justifications: to curve the n
unabated population growth £
that will lead to poverty,
prevent or minimize
unwarranted pregnancies, %
educate the young on sexual
transmitted diseases, and
promote an informed and
responsible choice regarding -«
Sex. ) !

On the other hand, those 85§

against the said plan cite the
following: the duty and responsibility
of educating the students should be
the role of the parents, having sex
education as a topic will make
students excitable on sex and may
promote promiscuity, and teachers
may not be well equipped to train
students and therefore may invoke
their own personal beliefs about sex
rather than the facts of the issue.

against the plan, which are all valid
arguments, we cannot just close our eyes
to the realities of our time. We are living

in different circumstances from the past.
For example, the advent of technology
empowers young people to gain access to
the internet and surf obscene websites
unabatedly and outside the reach of their
parentsContinued on page 4.

Friends Bacolod holds June Treasures

City. More than 40 participants
attended the event.

The gathering started with a Holy
Mass at 11 a.m. officiated by Fr. Mike
Carreon, director of the Diocese of
Bacolod. After the Mass, the
participants, composed mostly of
Divine Mercy on the Block (DMOB)
cluster heads and devotees with their
families, relatives and friends,
gathered for lunch and fellowship.

The afternoon program started
with the joyful song numbers courtesy
of Bro. Mar Lipayon, Friends
Caloocan head servant, who came all
Continued on page 4.

Bro. Mar Lipayon talks about !Sacrificial Giving.!

Friends Bacolod held its
Treasures last June 13 at the
Parlor Hall of Sacred Heart
Seminary, Lupit Church, Bacolod
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Hillsong:
A concert to remember

by Bro. Ericson Wee

Last April 20, 2010, my wife, Miles
Maquiling-Wee, and I, together with some
members of Friends of the Divine Mercy,
watched the live concert of Hillsong (a
world-renowned Christian band based in
Australia whose aim is to spread the
message of the Lord through worship
songs) at the Araneta Coliseum. The
Friends who were with us were Bro. Allan
Tigue, Bro. Bryan Bagarino, Sis. Gretchen
Junio, Sis. Hazel Fortunado, Sis. Cha
Ramos, and Sis. Malou Reyes. through the songs. Messages about th
immeasurable and overwhelming
mercy, grace, love and compassion of
our Lord Jesus Christ to each and
everyone of us, backdropped by a
powerpoint presentation of the
devastation caused by typhoon
"Ondoy," were made. No matter the
hardships in life, the Lord is just in our
midst and therefore we should not lose
hope. Equally important is the
message that the Lord wants us to be

Inside the venue, we were amazed at theHis channels of grace by helping and
mammoth crowd that jampacked the loving others in a meaningful way.
coliseum. Electricity filled the air as the Even long after the end of the
audience screamed their lungs out - a sceneconcert , we still could hear people
only seen in high-profile sport events, rock sharing their wonderful experience
concerts, etc. People from all walks of life - about the show and its impact on their
rich and poor, Born-Agains and Catholics - lives. As if they have not gotten
converged in one place with one purpose. Inenough, they looked forward to the
fact, we had to contend with a sea of next Hillsong concert.
humanity just to reach our designated seats. The proceeds from the concert will
Suddenly, the place became a sanctuary forbe for the victims of typhoon "Ondoy."
all the faithfuls to pay tribute to our Lord
through songs of praise and worship.

Darlene Zschech, the lead singer of the
band, was able to immediately establish
rapport with the audience through her
charisma , personal inspirational messages
and spiritual songs that captivated the hearts
and minds of the audience, paving the way
for an intense praise and worship. The
atmosphere can be described as festive -
people were clapping their hands, jumping,

Tahanan ng

Diyos
by Sis. Ayi Gernale

e Ang simbahan ay tahanan ng
Diyos

Hingahan ng mga kaluluwang
lunos

Takbuhan ng mga
nagdadalamhati

At lugar kung saan tayo
nagpupuri.

Araw ng linggo dagsaan ang tao
Upang sa gayon, sa misa'y
dumalo

Di mauubos ang tao dito

May okasyon man o wala, sila'y
narito.

Sa pag-uwi, kanilang dala-dala
ang Mabuting Balita

Upang isabuhay at ipamalita
Ang mga paghihintay ay nasagot
din

Kanilang panalangin ay natupad
rn

Malaking tulong ang simbahan
sa buhay

Ang walang siglang buhay ay
nagiging makulay

Krus man na kaybigat kanila'y
nakakaya ng husay

Sa tulong ng ating Diyos na
Buhay

jamming and raising their voices to uplift

the name of the Lord, the true " Superstar "
of the show. It was definitely praise and
worship at a different level, raised to the
highest frontiers.

But not to be lost in translation, and
more important than the personalities in the
concert, were the messages delivered

“Probe me, God, and know my
heart; try me, know my concerns.
Sce if my way is crooked, then lead
me in ancient paths.” - Psalms
139:23-24
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Turning failure to success

by Bro. Ericson wee

I love to root for the underdogs. In
fact, | have walked the extra mile to
monitor the careers and important
milestones of certain individuals who
have already gone the full circle. |
intently studied, observed and taken note
of the events in their lives that played a
role in developing their winning attitude
of converting failures to success.

What do you think Michael Jordan,

Manny Pacquiao and Roger Federer have

in common? Before achieving the
pinnacle of success, all of them had,
once upon a time, experienced
devastating defeats. Michael Jordan
failed to make the cut to be part of his
high school basketball team. Roger

Federer struggled in his earlier years as a

tennis player and never went beyond the
later rounds in Grandslam tournaments.
Manny Pacquiao suffered defeats by
knockout, the pangs of poverty haunting
him in the early part of his life. He also
lost in his first bid for congressional seat
in his city of birth.

Success is a long, grinding
process of planning,
brainstorming, research and
birth pains.

However, all of them made a choice
not to allow temporary defeats deter
them from their dreams. They confronted
adversity with faith and hope and kept
dreaming big. For them, true glory does
not consist of never falling, but making a
choice to rise every time we fail. They
have shown tremendous heart and
resilence to overcome these difficult
events.

Unfortunately, opportunities are often
disguised as hard work that's why most

people don't see them and just easily give

up.
All that said, the lesson is not to

despair when confronted with difficulties

because there is always a silver lining

waiting to be unfolded in those difficult

moments. | wish to share some tips, a

time-tested formula to achieve success:
1. Making an inventory of one's

talents and resources - the biggest source

of unhappiness - is the difference
between one's goal against his limited
talents or resources. The bigger the
discrepancy, the unhappier one gets. We

should choose goals that are
commensurate with our talents,
resources and potentials. This does not
mean that we have to aim to be a
Manny Pacquiao, but rather we should
instead maximize whatever God-given
talents we possess to better our lives.
Remember, don't bite more than what
you can chew because it will just
backfire on you.

2.Be passionate, focus on chosen
goals. There is no shortcut to success.
Success is a long, grinding process of
planning, brainstorming, research and
birth pains. A person with less passion
will not last in his undertaking because
he will easily lose hope at the first sign
things don't go his way. On the other
hand, a passionate person will just

interpret it as a temporary setback and a
challenge to search for better strategies

and solutions to correct the defects.
Moreover, the passionate person will
tell you that failure only happens when
one stops trying.

3. Seek advice from a friendly
mentor. When you wish to embark on a
new undertaking, it is advised to seek
the professional expertise of a friendly
mentor. This is so, because there may
be things that are incomprehensible or
can be overlooked at the onset. A
mentor can provide you with valuable
insights so that you can minimize risks.
He can caution you on the pitfalls and
help you with strategies to overcome
obstacles. He can also give you
effective and best practices to run your
business, if you want to be in this field.
Moreover, make a research about the
success stories of entrepreneurs to be
educated and motivated. A mentor will
also remind you to continuously work
on our success because it is difficult to
consistently be on top of your game.

...divine intervention and a
strong family support systen
are integral in achieving your
goals.

=)

4. Be resourceful. The business
landscape is strewn with opportunities
for the taking. For example, you can
access the TESDA (Technical Skills
and Development Authority) or the
Continued on page 4.

YFA ¢cetion

Father!s Day
at YFA

by Sis. Alesi de Leon

Sis. Donna Del Rosario expounds on the value
of the mission for the youth.

The Young Friends in Action (YFA)
celebrated Father's Day during its
monthly prayer meeting last June 20 at
Layforce Bldg., San Carlos Seminary,
Guadalupe, Makati City.

The gathering started with a chaplet
led by Sis. Des del Rosario and Bro.
Dondie del Rosario, both from Friends
Malabon. A joyful song and dance
followed, led by Sis. Rosa Pascual
(Malabon), together with Sis. Apple
Ortega (Malabon), Bro. Chris Obedoza
(Malabon) and Bro. Carlo Villanueva
(Pasig).

Sis. Hazel Fortunado (Pasig) led
everyone to a moment of praise and
worship. Sis. Des del Rosario read the
Gospel, marking the start of the learning
portion of the gathering. Sis. Donna del
Rosario then spoke on the value of the
mission for the youth and inspired
everyone to continuously learn the
Continued on page 4.
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Debate...(continued from page 1). Turning failure... (continued from
page 3).
In fact, just right in the midst of our
surroundings, we can see women who are Technology Resource Center to
victims of promiscuous men who bear them educate you on skills and livelihood
children out of wedlock. Moreover, parents projects. Moreover, there are banks

may not be equipped to tackle this matter  that offer micro lending to finance
with their children because of certain viable business projects. Money is not the root of all evil.
inhibitions and awkwardness in discussing 5 |nnovate. It is not enough to be  because if it was so, then we should not
the topic, or simply they don't have ample  petter; one should strive to be different.possess money. Money obtained and used
time because they are too busy with other  This means, you have to attain the  in an honorable, meaningful and dignified
priorities. level that others have not reached. To manner is very admirable. It is the love of

always a limit to what you can do.
However, there is the so-called
metaphysical factors that can make you
breach perceived limitations to greater
heights. Therefore, divine intervention
and a strong family support system are
integral in achieving your goals.

To resolve the issue, we have to come
with an acceptable compromise (win-win
solutions) by allowing all stakeholders
(teachers, parents, the Church and child
psychologists) to participate in a no-

Uldevelop ourselves, we have to
experiment on things, see a new truth

money or greed that is the root of all evil
and therefore deplorable. It is logical to

and assume there is always a better anghy that to be born poor is not a sin, but to

efficient way to do things.
6. Faith and family support. No

grow old and remain poor is not
acceptable because the horizon is full of

nonsense dialogue to ventilate their concernatter how talented you are, there is  possibilities if only we aspire for them.

and solutions. They have to determine what

is the appropriate sexual education for

Friends Bacolod ... (continued from

students at different school levels, age, etc.page 1).

Child psychologists should be part of the
equation because they can give expert
insights on to how the modules can be

the way from Manila. He was backed
up by Friends Bacolod members Sis.

crafted to align with the maturity level of theRosamie Azuro and Bro. John Calago.

children.
The appropriate sexual education can

have a positive impact by preventing sexua

problems that may arise in adulthood.

Bro. Mar, who was also the guest
speaker, talked on "Sacrificial Giving."
t—(e said that the gifts we possess come
rom God, therefore we must share our
time, treasures, efforts and talents with

The president of De La Salle University, others, which is the essence of a truly

Bro. Armin Luistro, has accepted the
incoming government's offer to head the

Christian act. After the talk, the
participants were encouraged to share

Department of Education. This developmentheir reflection and realization about the

has a particular significance since Bro.

topic, including the transformations that

Armin is known to have strong connections occur in their spiritual lives. This was
and affiliations with the religious hierarchy, followed by a slideshow of the Divine

and therefore will have a dilemma whether
to follow the stance of his religious superior

or uphold the mandate given to him as a
government official

Mercy Shrine in Misamis Oriental and
éhe praying of the chaplet.

Bro.John Calago closed the
program with a prayer. Sis. Milarey
Maquiling-Wee and Sis. Rosamie were
the coordinators of the event. (Bro.
Ericson Wee)3f

Kiddie FRIENDS of Jesus

Father!s Day...(continued from page 3).

Gospel and live a life in accordance with
it.

Then, the members presented a gift to
Bros. Rene Tumang and Lito Dawa,
Friends adviser-director and head
shepherd respectively, in line with the
Father's Day celebration. The event
ended with a meal shared by everyone.

Sis. Chelsea Buen and Rose Balagtas
moderated the ever§®



